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(is understood to be now)

(headline tells the story in the most condensed form)
NEW YORK CITY CALLING!

VISITORS GET THE INSIDE STORY ABOUT

THE ENCLAVE OF MURRAY HILL BY CELL PHONE

(where, when, why, who, what)

NEW YORK, NY—Beginning today, visitors to New York City now have a more convenient way to access tour sites through their cell phones. Donna Shapiro, a native New Yorker, has recorded a walking tour of mid-town Manhattan, “The Enclave of Murray Hill,” on www.VisualTravelTours.com, the new one-stop travel tour site that is reinventing the way travelers access information. Users can now download audio tours directly from the site on to their computers, iPods, and most new cell phones.  

(quotes further explain the tour and provide more information)

“I have been writing about my travels to Asia for many years now,” says Ms. Shapiro, “but when I learned about this new way of communicating with travelers, I just had to try my hand at it.” Ms. Shapiro first wrote a script about the area of Manhattan she had grown up in called Murray Hill. “So many people miss this part of town when they visit New York City, and it’s a gem. Filled with out-of-the-way restaurants, shops, and historic sites, I wanted to share my love of this little neighborhood with the world.” Ms. Shapiro continues, “Writing for me was the easy part, and with some sharp photos, creating the tour was fast and fun. VTT then converted it into a visual podcast so it’s available to just about anybody who wants to visit Murray Hill in person or just see and hear about it.”

(a quote from another source backs up tour’s claims)

Mary Beth Emer of Kansas City tested the tour for Ms. Shapiro. “I had traveled to New York City several times on business but never explored the lesser known neighborhoods. This time I promised myself I would venture beyond the standard tourist sites. Organized bus and walking tours aren’t for me, I’m too independent. And the heavy guidebooks are too cumbersome to cart around in my bag all day,” explains Ms. Emer. “Since my cell phone is always with me to keep in touch with business and family, I simply downloaded Donna’s tour and had it right there in my hand as I strolled around. It was like touring Murray Hill with a friend. Donna gave me inside stories you can only get from a resident, and the ease of listening to it on my cell phone made the experience all the more enjoyable.”  

· more –

(tells the reader that the release continues another page)

Donna Shapiro began writing travel articles in 1995 when her marketing job took her to Asia several times a year. Her articles have appeared in Travel and Leisure, the New Yorker, and in major city newspapers across the country. Now a full-time writer, Donna lives in the same Murray Hill brownstone where she grew up, in a neighborhood she loves. In fact, Donna is President of the Murray Hill Owners Association and Vice President of the local Chamber of Commerce. A member of the American Society of Travel Writers and the New York City Tourist Board Executive Committee, Donna is now working on her second VTT tour, “The Business Woman’s Guide to Shopping in Shanghai.”
VisualTravelTours.com is a Web-based business that offers travel information which can be downloaded into computers, iPods, and most new cell phones. Travelers can purchase tours produced by both professional travel writers and locals worldwide.
Visit www.VisualTravelTours.com/(add the link to your tour here) for your own peek at Murray Hill!

# # # 

(says to the editor: “nothing to follow”)
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